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Bravery in Rescue: OQur Search and Rescue Dog Partners
Natural disasters strike unpredictably, causing devastating loss and hardship.
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Amid the sorrow, we often find inspiration in the heroic stories from disaster sites. On February 6, 2024, a
magnitude 7.8 earthquake struck the Turkey-Syria border, claiming 33,000 lives. In response, international rescue
teams swiftly arrived to aid the efforts. Among the fallen heroes was "Proteo," a Mexican search and rescue dog,
whose loss was deeply felt. Similarly, the New Taipei City Government Fire Department's search and rescue dog,
"Mulan," who had excelled in multiple rescue missions, succumbed to illness and passed away. The profound bond
and trust between handlers and their dogs, coupled with the dogs' heroic performances, resonate deeply with the
public.We are honored to share insights from Zhang Wenzong, the squad leader overseeing search and rescue dog
operations for the special rescue team at the Fire Department. Through his explanation of their training programs
at the Zhushan Training Center in Nantou County, we hope to highlight the dedication of both handlers and search
and rescue dogs. Dogs have long been humanity's most loyal companions. The last Sunday of April is International
Search and Rescue Dog Day. We honor the search and rescue dogs who gave their lives in service, wishing them
peace, and we extend our best wishes for health and safety to those still training and on duty.
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